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Ecotourism Initiatives in Maharashtra

Sustainability is at the core of our activities related to ecotourism which have made a
positive impact on the environment, economy and society.

Ecotourism is defined as "responsible travel to natural areas that conserves the environment,
sustains the well-being of the local people, and involves interpretation and education"
This is well aligned with the goal of the CMPA project: “The conservation and sustainable use
of biological diversity in the CMPAs sites are improved,
while taking into account the economic well-being of the local population”




Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary, in Maharashtra, is a CMPA site and home to over
20,000 lesser and greater flamingos.
It was declared a sanctuary by a Government resolution passed on 6th August 2015, partly due to the efforts of the CMPA project.

.}v’hoto’, credit Supriya Jhunjhunwa

Coastal and Marine Biodiversity Park, Airoli

+ This centre is the gateway to the Thane Creek Flamingo Sanctuary. It was
developed as part of the CMPA project. It has state of the art indoor and
outdoor interpretation facilities, manufactured in Germany.

«* Financial and environmental planning haé been conducted to make the centre
sustainable. An ecotourism study has also been conducted.

«* Afilm, field guides and coffee table books have been developed fortourists

“* Members from the local fishing communities have been trained as
naturalists, to identify plants and birds. They have also been trained in
hospitality to interact with tourists

«» They are now operating guided natural history tours of the Sanctuary
Bird and mangrove identification guides in the local language have been
dlstnbuted to commumty members
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This publication has been developed under the CMPA Project of the Indo-German Bmdnversxty
Programme (GIZ).

The CMPA project has been commissioned by The Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety (BMUB), Germany, with funds provided under the
International Climate Initiative (IKI). It is implemented by the, Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change, Government of India (MoEFCC) and Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale
Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH is a
German government-owned not-for-profit enterprise supporting sustainable development. In
Maharashtra the key implementation partner is the Mangrove Cell, Maharashtra Forest Department.
In Velas and Anjarle, Maharshtra the key NGO involved is Sahyadri learg Mitra (SNM).
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