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Situation

India is one of the 17 megadiverse countries in the world. 
With just 2.4% of the world’s land area, its biological rich-
ness is spread across a vast range of habitats and ecosystems. 
These support 7% of globally recorded species, including 
over 45,000 plants and 91,000 animal species. Several 
among them are keystone and charismatic species. India’s 
rich biological heritage coexists with over 1.2 billion people 
and about one sixth of the world’s livestock population. For 
millions of Indians therefore, biodiversity supports their 
very livelihoods and ways of life. Protecting and maintain-
ing India’s rich biodiversity and natural resources is essential 
for achieving inclusive and sustainable development.

India has gained prominence as one of the leading coun-
tries, which have signed the United Nation’s Convention 
on Biological Diversity (CBD) in 1992 and further adopt-
ed the Nagoya Protocol in 2014. This has led to an early 
set-up of a legal framework to ensure fair and equitable 
sharing of benefits arising from utilisation of biological 
resources in India. The Indian Parliament enacted the 
Biological Diversity Act (BDA) in 2002 which is being 
implemented throughout the country by the National 
Biodiversity Authority as well as decentralised institu-
tional structures like the State Biodiversity Boards and 
the Biodiversity Management Committees at local level. 
The BDA includes the “Guidelines on Access to Biologi-
cal Resources and Associated Traditional Knowledge and 
Benefits Sharing Regulations” which cover conservation, 
sustainable use and fair and equitable sharing of benefits 
arising of biological resources as well as associated knowl-
edge occurring in India.

However, the potential of 
the Biodiversity Act to enter 
into a contract with Indian 
firms that use biological 
resources and tradition-
al knowledge has thus 
far not been fully 
exploited. This limits 
the amount of profits 
that can flow back to the 
communities, which in turn 
could contribute to the con-
servation of the communities’ 
biodiversity and improvement 
of living standards.

Objective

The ABS Partnership Project aims at strengthening the 
capacities of the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), the 
State Biodiversity Boards (SBBs), Biodiversity Management 
Committees (BMCs), as well as the capacities of the com-
mercial user groups of biological resources and associated 
knowledge for the effective implementation of ABS mech-
anisms under the Biological Diversity Act 2002, in keeping 
with India’s commitments under Nagoya Protocol on ABS.
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Approach

To achieve the objective, the project works on the following 
approaches:

 Awareness raising, communication and stakeholder dia-
logues for creating better understanding of the Biological 
Diversity Act 2002, ABS Guidelines and Nagoya Protocol 
on ABS among different actors and stakeholder groups 

 Development of good practices of benefit sharing of 
communities, based on utilisation of biological resources 
for commercial or research purposes 

 Development of an IT enabled ABS monitoring system 
for the National Biodiversity Authority for effective 
monitoring of the use of  biological resources in ABS 
processes 

The project is implemented at the national level in partnership 
with the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA), the three 
State Biodiversity Boards (SBB) of Maharashtra, Uttarakhand 
and Tamil Nadu, as well as the local Biodiversity Management 
Committees (BMCs). 
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WHAT DO WE MEAN BY ACCESS AND BENEFIT 
SHARING? 
ABS refers to the way in which genetic resources and 
associated traditional knowledge may be accessed, and how 
the benefits that result from their use are shared between 
the people or countries using the resources (users) and the 
people or countries that provide them (providers).
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Digital tools will enable the National Biodiversity Authority to monitor more than 
700 permits granted and 2000 applications received for access of 
biological resources as well as to track the use of Indian biological resources leading to 
patents worldwide

Progress
 The Implementation Agreement was signed in 

November 2017 between the National Biodiversity 
Authority and GIZ, after which the first Project 
Steering Committee was held in January 2018. 
All three states have approved the project and 
operationalisation plan for 2018. 

 Activities to develop an ABS communication 
strategy as well as to support commercial users of 
biological resources have taken place in the spring 
2018.

 For the development of the IT monitoring system, a 
scoping workshop was organised in February 2018 
to clarify the requirements and the format for the 
monitoring system together with the NBA.

Contribution to  
2030 Agenda

The ABS project supports the Indian partners in 
achieving the SDG 15 to ensure the conservation and 
sustainable use of biodiversity through securing fair and 
equitable access and benefit sharing of biological resourc-
es. The project shows various interlinkages throughout 
the Agenda 2030 and therefore mirrors the integrated 
and indivisible spirit of the SDGs in the three dimen-
sions of sustainable development: the economic (SDG 
10 and 12), social (SDG 1 and 2) and environmental 
(SDG 14). 


